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	Contra Costa College


	Course Outline


	Department & Number
	DRAMA 120
	Number of Weeks per term
	18

	

Course Title
	Theory of Acting I             
	Lecture Hours per term
	54

	Prerequisite
	
	Lab Hours per term
	54

	Co-requisite
	
	*HBA per term
	

	Prerequisite or concurrently
	
	Activity Hours per term
	

	Challenge Policy                    
	
	Units
	4

	Advisory
	


	*HOURS BY ARRANGEMENT: 
	
	Hours per term.

	 ACTIVITIES: (Please provide a list of the activities students will perform in order to satisfy the HBA requirement):

	

	

	


	COURSE DESCRIPTION


	This course presents the basic principles of acting and covers freeing the actor, concentration, imagination, creation of character, awareness of self, the body, the mind and soul. This course should spawn a deep understanding, a revitalized interest and a new enlightenment for the dramatic experience. May be repeated three times.


	COURSE OBJECTIVES

	At the completion of the course the student will be able to:


	Demonstrate knowledge of techniques dealing with the craft of acting.

	Evaluate scene work developed from published, contemporary plays.

	Synthesize a methodology for developing a role outside of rehearsal in order to meet the defined obligations to the text, playwright, and director.

	Examine and analyze the cultural position of the actor in American society.

	Demonstrate an awareness of the importance of discipline, exactness, persistence, diligence, imagination, and teamwork in the craft of acting.

	Demonstrate the use of stage properties, comic timing, inner states of being; and, emotional and meaningful dramatic movement.


  COURSE CONTENT: (In detail; attach additional information as needed and include percentage breakdown) 
	20
	%
	Introduction to the acting process

	20
	%
	Creation of group and individual exercises as well as weekly journal entries

	20
	%
	Creation of monologues/dialogues and published scenes

	20
	%
	Preparing and presenting group and individual work

	20
	%
	Presenting group and individual scene and monologue work


	METHODS OF INSTRUCTION


	Lecture-discussions

	Demonstrations

	Laboratory exercises

	Written assignments in conjunction with all presentations before the class

	Participation

	Observation and evaluation of work before faculty and student body of the Theatre Arts Department


	INSTRUCTIONAL MATERIALS


	Textbook Title:
	Acting One  

	 Author:
	Robert Cohen

	        Publisher:
	McGraw-Hill Humanities

	   Edition/Date:
	5th/2007 (latest edition)


NOTE: To be UC transferable, the text must be dated within the last 5 years OR a statement of justification for a text beyond the last 5 years must be included. 
	COURSE EXPECTATIONS (Use applicable expectations)


	       Outside of Class Weekly Assignments
	Hours per week


	Weekly Reading Assignments
	3

	Weekly Writing Assignments
	3

	Weekly Math Problems
	

	Lab or Software Application Assignments
	

	Other Performance Assignments
	2


 STUDENT EVALUATION: (Show percentage breakdown for evaluation instruments)
	30
	%
	Scene work – This includes group problem solving and extra lab sessions. Midterm and final performance will be critiqued by instructor and fellow classmates. A grade will be given based on preparedness, depth of character analysis and interpretation, clarity and performance skills.

	30
	%
	Journals – To be turned in once at midterm and again before finals. A grade will be based upon objectives listed above.

	20
	%
	Completion of written character studies, using “vote sheets” as a guide. (Vote Sheet attached)

	20
	%
	In-class participation – Written critiques of classmates’ performances will be included.


	  GRADING POLICY (Choose LG, CR/NC, or SC)


	
	Letter Grade
	
	Pass / No Pass
	x
	Student Choice

	90% - 100% = A 
	70% and above = Pass
	90% - 100% = A

	80% -   89% = B      
	Below 70% = No Pass                                  
	80% -   89% = B

	70%  -  79% = C     
	
	70%  -  79% = C

	60%  -  69% = D    
	
	60%  -  69% = D

	Below   60% = F  
	
	Below   60% = F

	or

	70% and above = Pass

	Below 70% = No Pass


	Prepared by:
	Casy Cann


	Date:
	11/1/12


Form Revised 10/09
The VOTEsheet is a starting point for analyzing any role.  Using your imagination, take a blank piece of paper and answer the following questions about a dramatic character from a play you know.  Reread the play first, with the questions in mind, and answer AS THE CHARACTER WOULD:

1. BASIC INFORMATION ABOUT THE CHARACTER

Name:

Sex:

Age:

Marital status and history:

Educational Level:

Economic/social status:

2. VICTORY:  What do I really want?  When do I want it?

3. OTHER:  

From whom (in the play) do I want it?  

Who in the play can help me?  

Who in the play can hurt me?  

What are my deepest fears?

4. TACTICS:  

How can I get it?  

How (and whom) can I threaten?  

How (and whom) can I induce?

5. EXPECTATION:  

Why do I deserve to get it?  

Why does it excite me?  

What will I do when I get it?

You may answer impressionistically or in lists, but answer vividly, not academically.

REHEARSED FUTURES

Write a detailed paragraph on each of these three possible futures.  Write in first person from your character's point of view.  Let your imagination soar.

1. BEST POSSIBLE FUTURE:

2. WORST POSSIBLE FUTURE:

3. WILDEST DREAMS COME TRUE:

�








